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1. Preamble

After almost a decade of REDD+ Readiness Activities, Ghana has developed its premier
Emission Reductions Program as outlined in Ghana’s REDD+ Strategy; the Ghana Cocoa Forest
REDD+ Program (GCFRP), As part of its goals, the GCFRP seeks to significantly improve
livelihood opportunities for farmers and forest users, and has established an implementation
framework through which the government, private sector, civil society, traditional authaorities
and local communities can collaborate. It is against this background that the parties of this
agreement are collaborating to contribute to the attainment of the goals of the GCFRP. This
collaborative effort is in recognition of the importance of cocoa and forestry sectors to Ghana's
economic development and poverty alleviation,

The GCFRP aligns with key policy documents such as the Forest and Wildlife Palicy (2012) and
the Ghana Climate Change Policy (2012) amongst others.

In addition to the above, under the auspices of the Cocoa & Forests Initiative (CFI), the
Government of Ghana through the World Cocoa Foundation signed a joint framework of action
with 28 global cocoa companies and chocolate producers in 2017. They jointly agreed to
transform the cocoa sector from a major driver of deforestation to one that is leading the
protection and re-forestation of the high forest zone, as well as the sustainable production of
cocoa at a landscape scale,

The CFI has thus enhanced existing engagements with the cocoa private sector and cocoa
farmers.

2. Parties to the Framework Agreement

This framework agreement has been reached amongst the Forestry Commission, Ghana Cocoa
Board ; the Juabeso Hotspot Intervention area (HIA) , as represented by the HIA Management
Board; and other consortium partners who have agreed to the goal of the Ghana Cocoa Forest
REDD+ Program (GCFRP).

The other consortium partners may be Private Sector/ Civil Society Organisations/ Non
Governmental Organisation and/or other government agencies who are undertaking specific
projects in line with the GCFRP.

3. Backaround to the Parties

The Forestry Commission and the Ghana Cocoa Board as the proponents of the GCFRP are the
lead consortium partners.

The Forestry Commission of Ghana is an agency of state established by the Forestry
Commission Act of 1999 (Act 571) of the Parliament of the Republic of Ghana with the mandate
to effectively and sustainably manage the forest estates of Ghana in a manner that ensures
socio-economic development and environmental integrity for the benefit of all segments of the
Ghanaian society. Forestry Commission shall collaborate with Ghana Cocoa Board to coordinate
projects implementation in the Bia-Juabese Landscape. For this agreement, Forestry
Commission (hereinafter referred to as “"FC" or “party”) is represented by Kwadwo Owusu
Afriyie, Chief Executive, FC Ghana

And



Ghana Cocoa Board is an organisation duly established under the Ghana Cocoa Board Act-1984
(PNDCL 81) with the main functions centered on cocoa production, research, extension '
internal and external marketing and control. It is committed to encouraging and facilitating the
production, processing and marketing of good quality cocoa, coffee and shea nut in all forms
in the most efficient and cost-effective manner, and maintain the best industrial relation. Ghana
Cocoa Board shall collaborate with the Forestry Commission to coordinate project
implementation in the Bia-Juabeso Landscape. For this agreement the Ghana Cocoa Board
(hereinafter referred to as "COCOBOD” or “party” ) is represented by Joseph Boahen-Aidoo,
Chief Executive Officer, COCOBOD.

The Juabeso/Bia Hotspot Intervention Area has been formed as an aggregation of two (2)
political districts which include one {1) forest district and 2 Cocoa districts. The HIA concept
thus presents as a multi-tier governance structure from the community level through the
District level to the HIA level. Members have voluntarily agreed to implement the activities of
the Ghana Cocoa Forest REDD+ Program to ensure deforestation free cocoa landscape in the
High forest zone of Ghana. For this agreement, the Juabeso/Bia Hotspot Intervention Area
(hereinafter refered to as “Jaubeso/Bia HIA ™ or “party” ) is represented by Anthony Bih,
Secretary of the HIA Management Board.

And

Hotspot Intervention Area {HIA) Board

The GCFRP has been designed to adapt the well-established Community Resource Management
Area (CREMA) model for the purpose of landscape governance of cocoa farming areas. The
adapted model is called a Hotspot Intervention Area (HIA) and envisages a multi-tiered,
governance structure for the people in the landscape, including the cocoa farmers,
communities, landowners and traditional leadersthat live within and preside over the HIA
landscape. Further, the HIA institution represented by the HIA Management Board is expected
to work in collaboration with a Consortium body of private sector, government and civil soclety
stakeholders who work togetherto support the implementation of activities towards a common
landscape vision, including climate-smart cocoa and reducing deforestation.

The background to other consortium partners with their specific activities is indicated in the
annex to this agreement.

And Other Partners

These are partners from Private Sector, Civil Society Organisations, Non Governmental
Organisation and other government agencies who are undertaking specific projects in line with
the GCFRP within the landscape. The Forestry Commission would enter into MOUs with all such
partners on rolling basis for implementation and/or realignment of specific Emission Reductions
Program Measures. Alternatively, participation to this agreement is open to any partner willing
to contribute to the landscape outcome by signing on and re-annex,

4. Interpretations

“Parties” mean the HIA, private sector, government and civil society entities which have
executed this agreement, their employees or their duly authorized agents.

“Person” includes natural persons, corporations and other entities recognized by law,



"HIA"” means the Hotspot Intervention Area as described in the GCFRP documents and is applied
in this agreement to mean the xxxxx HIA, asrepresented by the HIA management board

“HIA-ConsortiumFramework Agreement” means anagreement between the lead
Consortiumpartners and the Juabeso/Bia Landscape Management Board and other consortium
partners of the HIAclearly stipulating all the terms in this collaboration.

5. Guiding Principles

The Parties agree to operate on a constructive and collaborative basis within the HIA landscape.

The Parties agree to establish a climate-smart cocea sub-landscape with the intention to
transform cocoa farming methods and landscape conservation measures for the purpose of
creating positive and sustainable environmental practices as outlined in the Ghana Cocoa
Forests REDD+ Programme.

The Parties envisage the cocoa farms of the HIA will have greater capacity to adapt to changes
in rainfall patterns and increases in temperature. Encroachment into forest reserves will cease
and the off-reserve landscape will retain significant patches of secondary forest, old forest
fallows and relic cocoa agro-forests due to the implementation of a iand-use planning process.

6. Parties Jointly Recognize

The Parties jointly recognize the following:

e The private sector membersoperate proven business models focused on commodity
(cocoa, timber, oil palm etc.) sourcing from the HIA landscape for international
markets.

s The private sector faces growing international pressure to demonstrate sustainable and
climate smart and deforestation free sourcing of their commodities.

+« The Civil Society members operate long-term efforts to demonstrate pathways to
enhanced sustainability and climate resilience for commodities (cocoa, timber, oil palm,
etc) and Non Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) from the landscape.

« The HIA membership have undertaken to manage their agriculture and forest
landscape in a more sustainable manner than previously done to ensure enhanced
capacity to withstand climate change impacts.

+ All Parties agree to develop a fundraising mechanism to manage forest governance and
monitoring in the landscape.

+ All Parties agree to develop a fund management and financial sustainability mechanism
to support the HIA’s operational sustainability.

¢ All Parties agree to contribute to the HIA Annual Work Plan, derived from the
overarching Landscape Management Plan, in alignment with their individual CFI action
plans.

« All Parties agree that only members of this agreement shall have rights to claim
deforestation-free value chains in the HIA landscape.

+ Al certificates, reports, maps, images and outputs produced by the Parties within the
HIA will remain the property of that individual Party - including copyright where
appropriate. Members will share such documents to the maximum extent possible
without compromising confidential business operations.

+ All Parties agrees to implement activities and practices that are in alignment with the
safeguard and grievance redress mechanism of the GCFRP.



7. Parties Jointly Agree
The Parties jointly agree to the following:

B,

The Agreement will focus on the sustainable production of commodities (cocoa, timber,
ollpalmetc) and NTFPs in the Juabeso/Bia HIA in the Western North Region of Ghana.
The Agreement will allow continuous research, monitoring and learning from the HIA
landscape for the purpose of documentation and exchange with other MIA locations.
The Parties will communicate freely with each other, keeping the other Parties informed
of the status of activities and projects, while also respecting confidentiality that each
Party may have with other organizations, companies and individuals.

A formal review meeting shall be held periodically to assess progress of planned
activities.

Juabeso/Bia HIA and other partners shall implement  anySub-Project/ER Program
Measures (as specified in the GCFRP Programme Document (PD} in accordance with the
terms of the GCFRP .

For the avoidance of doubt, the parties authorize the government (Forestry
Commission) to transfer any ERs generated from such Sub-Project/ ER Program
Measures to the FCPF Carbon Fund free of any third party interest or encumbrance.
Juabeso/Bia HIA and other partners shail inform the Government Forestry Commission
immediately after becoming aware of the occurrence of a Reversal Event under any
Sub- Project/ER Program Measure.

Juabeso/Bia HIA and other partners will operate and implement its Sub-Project/ER
Program Measures in compliance with the World Bank Operational Policies and any
Safeguards Plans provided for under the Emission Reduction Payment Agreement
(ERPA).

Juabeso/Bia HIA and other partners will maintain and prepare any Sub-Project/ER
Program Measures to allow for Verification.

Juabeso/Bia HIA and other partners will satisfy any obligations in respect of applications
for all licenses, permits, consents and authorizations required to implement the Sub-
Project/ ER Program Measures

Forestry Commission shall provide the parties with the ERPD, the ER Monitoring Plan (if
needed), the Safeguards Plans and any other information relevant to the
implementation of any Sub-Project/ER Program Measures (including relevant
communication between the Trustee and the Program Entity in relation to the ERPA),
Forestry Commission shall coliect from parties, and, if necessary, confirm the accuracy
of, all information required to be collected under the Monitoring Plan and the applicable
Safeguards Plans.

Members Roles and Responsibilities

Juabeso/Bia HIA Management Board roles and responsibilities:

The Management Board commits to implement 'CREMA-type’ landscape planning and
management processes

The Management Boardcommits to building local governance institution to manage the
cocoa landscape

The Management Board commits to support farmers in the adoption of climate-smart
cocoa practices, with attention to gender and youth

The Management Boardcommits to participate in identification of cocoa farms in the
landscape, including on-reserve

The Management Board commits to contribute to the development and implementation
of agreements for farmer resettlement

The Management Board commits to lead in the drafting and implementation of by-laws
that support sustainable, climate-smart cocoa farming, forest protection, and



tree tenure reforms towards on-farm planting of shade trees and farmer assisted
natural regeneration

he Management Boardcommits to participate in of GCFRP activities within the
landscape

Forestry Commission roles and responsibilities:

Forestry Commission commits to provide program coordination and monitoring on social
and environmental issues, including safeguards,FGRM, and benefit sharing

Forestry Commission commits to monitoring and reporting on landscape level
sustainability outcomes

Forestry Commission commits to implement tree tenure policy reforms and create an
enabling environment for the program

Forestry Commission commits to identification of cocoa farms located on-reserve
Forestry Commission commits to support HIAs in landscape management planning, by
aligning forest management plans

Forestry Commissioncommits to strengthen forest law enforcement and monitoring,
with collaboration from HIAs

Forestry Commission commits to enhanced public-private collaborations in HIAs
Forestry Commission commits to providing oversight over the implementation of all
Safeguards plans

Cocobod Roles and Responsibilities

Cocobod commits to promote investment in HIAs and support farmers with Climate
Smart Cocoa (CSC) inputs and extension packages towards long-term productivity of
high-quality cocoa

Cocobod commits to support mapping of cocoa farms towards supply chain traceahility
Cocobod commits to support effarts to prevent malpractices in the purchase of cocoa
beans.

Cocobod commits to support efforts to provide gecgraphical location of ali cocoa farms
to enable Forestry Commission to identify cocoa farms located on-reserve

Cocobod commits to enhanced public-private collaborations in Hotspot Intervention
Areas (HIAs)

Civil society/ NGOs roles and responsibilities:

*

NGOs commit to share information and hold consultations with HIAs (farmers,
communities, leaders) on all key aspects of the program

NGOs commit to the design and implementation of landscape standards in cocoa and
forest landscapes

NGOscommit to support the development of HIA governance structures and processes
NGOs commit to support the establishment and management of HIA fundraising and
financial sustainability mechanisms

NGOs commit to support the development of innovative cocoa farming models and
income diversification strategies that are compatible with CSC / cocoa agroforestry, and
are gender and youth inclusive

NGOs commits to advocacy and public awareness creation about the program activities

Private sector roles and responsibilities:

Private sector commits to inform all farmers ahout CSC packages

Private sector commits to enroll all willing farmers (including wemen and youth) into
CSC programs/activities and development of a national register of farmers and farms
Private sector commits to support farmers with CSC inputs and extension packages
Private sector supports HIAs in management planning and the implementation of
management plans, with particular emphasis on forest protection and cocoa
intensification



e Private sector commits to mobilize new sources of funding to support program
coordination, sustainable financing mechanisms for HIA, and to enhanced public-private
collaborations in HIAs

* Private sector commits to support the development of innovative cocoa farming models
and income diversification strategies that are compatible with CSC / cocca agroforestry,
and are gender and youth inclusive

e Private sector commits to support improved transparency in the purchase of cocoa
beans

9, PBenefits to Parties
HIA benefits:

HIA farmers benefit from increased vields

HIA farmers benefit from income diversification

HIA farmers benefit from increased climate resilience

HIA farmers benefit from crop insurance coverage

HIA Management Board and Sub-HIAs benefit from development of long-term financial
sustainability

HIAs benefit from improved protection of the forest

« HIA farmers, communities and Traditional Authority benefit from Carbon Fund
Benefit Sharing packages {conditional on performance)

Forestry Comrmission Benefits Reinvesting of Carbon Fund Benefit Sharing Packages
Social and Environmental safeguards supported and monitored by GCFRP

Decreased deforestation rates monitored by GCFRP

Reinvesting of Carbon Fund Benefit Sharing Packages

Cocobod Benefits

Increased local production of quality climate smart cocoa beans
Improved aggregation of farmers and platform for engaging farmers
Diversified livelihood activities support for farming communities
Reinvesting of Carbon Fund Benefit Sharing Packages

*® * o &

Other Partners benefits:

« Increased local production of quality climate smart cocoa beans

» Improved aggregation of farmers and platform for engaging farmers
+ Diversified livelihood activities support for farming communities

s Learning platform supported and operational.

10. Review

This Agreement may be amended if the Parties consider that prevailing circumstances require
such.

11, Duration and Termination

This Agreementshall be valid for a period of & years {representing the duration of the Emissions
Reduction Payment Agreement) commencing from the date of execution hereof .

This Agreement may be terminated by mutual agreement by the Parties upon the expiration of
the Emission Reductions Payment Agreement (ERPA). In case of unforeseen circumstances,
this Agreement may be suspended with by a party 3 months’ notice in writing to the other
Parties. In such circumstances, if attempts to resclved outstanding disagreements are

6



unsuccessful, then each of the Parties agrees to provide the other Parties with 12 months
formal written notice of intention to terminate this Agreement.

This Agreement shall be terminated immediately upon the signing of a definitive successor
agreement unless its renewal is agreed upon by the Parties.

12. Amendments and Variations

Amendments or variations to this Agreement will be in writing and will be signed by officers
authorized to execute such amendments as may be agreed amongst the parties.

13. Force Majeure

No Party shall be liable for damages for any delay or default in performing hereunder if such
delay or default is caused by conditions beyond its control including, but not limited to natural
disasters, wars, insurrections, accidents, industrial disputes and/or any other cause beyond the
reasonable control of the party whose performance is affected.

14, Assignability

No party shall have the right to assign or transfer any of its rights or obligations under this
Agreement to any third party without first obtaining consent in writing from the other parties.

15, Governing Law

This Framework Agreement and the relationship of the parties in connection with the subject
matter of this Agreement and each other shall be governed and construed in accordance with
the laws of the Republic of Ghana.

16. Resolution of Disputes

Any differences or disputes which may arise between the Parties relating to any matter under
this Framework Agreement will be settled amicably by consultation and negotiations between
the Parties, or failing that, through mediation by a mutually agreed third party.

17. Execution by the Parties

The Lead consortium partners (FC and Cocobod) formalise their coliaboration in the signing of
this agreement with the Juabeso/Bia Landscape Management Board and develop a long-term
partnership that will serve the objectives of the Parties. The other consortium partners having
agreed to the provisions of this agreement shall communicate their specific roles, actions and
activities by signing as an annex to this agreement.

The signing of this framework agreement by the initial parties to the agreement does not limit
any other entity besides the initial parties of this framework agreement from joining the
consortium by signing an addendum to this agreement and/or undertaking complementary
activities within the Juabeso/Bia HIA



This Agreement shall take effect on the date of the sighatures to the agreement.
Prepared in Accra, Ghana on 4™'October 2019, in three copies.

Signed on behalf of

Juabeso BiaHIA Management Board

Name: A E1—{ )'fo_jﬁf AFAT T A 7”

w, %

Signature:

Date: _g/-—f&--%[ ?

Signed on behalf of

Forestry Commission

Name: 6}‘&-&)\:\1’0 @W\AS"U\ ﬁvp\/u\'“e
Signature: mf; — -
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Date: '}—‘ {o %c]

Signed on behalf of

Ghana Cocoa Board

Name: Hon JosSEPH CoApeEny AHADO

Signature: éé

Date: 2 '/”/ w’?




ANNEX 1: TOUTON SA

Touton SA, whose address and registered place of business is Hse No. 27-New Airport Road, Airport
West Residential Area, Accra, Ghana and is represented by Joseph Larrose,

Herein referred to as “A Partner”, is committed to supporting the goals of Bia-Juabeso Hotspot
Intervention Area (HIA) that aim at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production.

WHEREAS, Touton is a leading agro-industrial actor with headquarters in Bordeaux, having a cocoa
processing factory in Ghana by name Cocoa Touton Processing Company and doing some direct
sourcing from farmers,

WHEREAS, Bia-Juabeso HIA serve as a pilot project within the Ghana Cocoa-Forest REDD+
Programme (GCFRP) that aims at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production within the high
forest zone of Ghana.

THEREFORE,

1. Touton hereby understand and agree to the terms of this agreement.

2. Touton shall contribute to this HIA as part of its commitment to the Cocoa and Forest Initiative
(CFI) and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

3. Touten shall implement its Climate Smart Cocoa Project that aims to protect forests in High
Forest zones of Ghana and increase sustainable certified/verified cocoa production of any type
(including but without limitation Climate Smart Cocoa, REDD+ Sustainable Cocoa, etc.). Forest
protection wifl be implemented through a Climate Smart Cocoa approach which will include
various activities. These activities include, among others, farmer training on sustainability,
access to inputs and services, rehabilitation, integrated soil fertility management, access to
finance, income diversification and nutrition, community development prioritizing youth and
women, landscape governance and possible support for non-cocoa sustainable production such
as, but not limited to spices, ingredient, Non Timber Forest Products {(NTFPs), cashews and
food crops.

4, Touton has received a matching funding from Partnership for Forest to implement a climate
smart cocoa approach in Bia-Juabeso HIA of Ghana that aim to:

a. Increase farm-level cocoa productivity to 1000 kg/ha {from the current average of 450
kg/ha)

b. Strengthen farmers’ capacity and skills to run their farms like businesses

c. Increase farmer resiliency with a focus cn income diversification

d. Provide farmers with the skills and tools to foster climate change adaptation, mitigation
of greenhouse gas emissions, and increase carbon sequestration in cocoa-forest
landscapes

e. Improve economic development through landscape governance and land use planning

Signed on behalf of

Touton SA .
75T Dingam i
Name:
.l < “*.1'1{"'7 4
Signature : 4

I

Date: v 4/“ /Qo['-’]




ANNEX 2: Agro Eco - Louis Bolk Institute

Louis Bolk Institue Ghana, whose address and registered place of business Is 648 Kofi Annhan

Street (Christman House, office 317), Airport-Accra- Ghana and is represented by Willem-Albert
Toose,

Herein referred to as “A Partner”, is committed to supporting the goals of Bia-Juabeso Hotspot
Intervention Area (HIA) that aim at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production.

WHEREAS, Louis Bolk Institute Ghana is an independent advisory, research, training and development
institute with headquarters in Heavedorp in the Netherlands. Agro Eco works with farmers, farmer’
organizations, crop buying companies, the public sector and other stakeholders on sustainable
production to advance truly sustainable agriculture and to create farms with a future,

WHEREAS, Bia-Juabeso HIA serve as a pilot project within the Ghana Cocoa-Forest REDD+

Programme (GCFRP) that aims at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production within the high
forest zone of Ghana.

THEREFORE,

1) Agro Eco hereby understand and agree to the terms of this agreement.

2) Agro Eco shall contribute to this HIA as part of its commitment to the UN Sustainabie
Development Goals (SDGs).

3) Agro Eco shall implement its Timber in Cocoa-Agroforestry system that aims at using the value
of the shade tree, including carbon sequestration, to drive the establishment of X0.000
hectares of cocoa agroforestry systems whiles engaging the timber industry alongside the
cocoa companies to make cocoa farming more climate resilient, to stop deforestation. Growing
timber trees as shade trees in cocoa farms is a way of reforestation. It is an add-on to the
Ghana Cocoa-Forest REDD+ Programme (GCFRP) that is introducing profitable Climate Smart
Cocoa to reduce emissions from deforestation. With the shade trees, there is carbon
sequestration. There is the potential of shade trees to further diversify the income of the
farmer, to produce iegal timber, to sequester carbon.

4) Agro Eco has received a matching funding from Partnership for Forest to implement a climate
smart cocoa approach in Bia-Juabeso HIA of Ghana that aim to:

a} Increase farm-level cocoa productivity to 1000 kg/ha (from the current average of 450
kg/ha)

b) Strengthen farmers’ capacity and skills to run their farms fike businesses

c) Increase farmer resiliency with a focus on income diversification

d) Provide farmers with the skills and tools to foster climate change adaptation, mitigation
of greenhouse gas emissions, and increase carbon sequestration in cocoa-forest
landscapes

e} Improve economic development through landscape governance and land use planning

Signed on behalf of

Louis Bolk Institute Ghana

ons: fyitiar. bt T o

Signature //’*’(4/::”}’
/
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ANNEX 3: Tropenbos Ghana

Tropenbos Ghana, An NGO registered under the laws of Ghana having its registered office in Ghana Kumasi and its
place of business on the campus of FORIG and registered as Tropenbas Ghana Programme (TBG), @ member of the
Tropenbos International Network and represented by Mercy Serwah Owusu Ansah,

Herein referred to as “A Partner”, is committed to supporting the goals of Bia-Juabeso Hotspot Intervention Area (HIA)
that airn at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production.

WHEREAS, Tropenbos Ghana is an NGO that seeks to contribute to a better governance and management of forested
landscapes in the tropics for the benefit of people, biodiversity and sustainable development, through research, dialogue,
capacity development, sustainable livelihood development and with headquarters in Wageningen Netherlands.
Tropenbos Ghana seek to make knowledge work for forest and people by bridging the gap between policy and practice.
Tropenbos Ghana works with farmers, farmer’ organizations, crop buying companies, the public sector and other
stakeholders on sustainable management in Cocoa-Forest Landscapes to advance Climate Smart landscapes that create
forests and farms with a future.

WHEREAS, Bia-luabeso HIA serve as a pilot project within the Ghana Cocoa-Forest REDD+ Programme (GCFRP) that
aims at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production within the high forest zone of Ghana.

THEREFORE,

1) Tropenbos Ghana hereby understand and agree to the terms of this agreement.

2) Tropenbos Ghana shall contribute to this HIA as part of its commitment to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

3) Topenbos Ghana shall implement sustainable and inclusive cocoa—forest governance towards deforestation-free
cocoa in support of CFI and GCFP. TBG will develop capacities of smaliholder farmers to adopt agroforestry
models suitable for cocoa farms, increase the number of trees in the landscape and restore degraded lands.
Again, men, women and the youth will be capacitated for inclusive decision making, apply climate smart practices
to increase productivity and build resilience and assure sustainable livelihoods In the landscape. TBG will collate
best practices and engage relevant stakeholders to secure Farmers rights to trees they grow on their farms. In
coliaboration with HIA consortium, TBG will develop incentive models for restoration of degraded lands and tree
planting incentive models as part of the NDC revision and implementation. TBG will also support and streamline
financlal flows to the {andscapes to promote sustainable and climate-smart practices while enhancing income-
generating opportunities for men, women and the youth in the landscapes. TBG will work in close collaboration
with the CCU of the FC, COCOBOD, LBCs, cocoa farmers and other relevant stakeholders to curtail cocoa related
deforestation. The implementation of all TBG actions will be guided by stipulated safegurads measures to
successfully contribute to Ghanas Emission Reduction Programme.

4) Tropenbos has received a matching funding from the Dukch Ministry of Foreign Affairs to implement a Climate
Smart Cocoa-Forest landscape programs in Bia-Juabeso HIA of Ghana that aim to:

a) Facilitate process to increase farm-level cocoa productivity to 1000 kg/ha {from the current average of
450 kg/ha)

b) Strengthen farmers’ capacity and skills to run their farms like businesses

¢} Increase farmer resiliency with a focus on income diversification

d) Provide farmers with the skills and tools to foster climate change adaptation, mitigation of greenhouse
gas emissions, and increase carbon sequestration in cocoa-forest landscapes

e) Improve economic development through landscape governance and land use planning

Signed on behalf of

Tropenbos Ghana

Name: m_@\(% g@«wu,\n QW\AS‘M ﬁ(\&(ll’]
Signature

Date: 29"_8—" \OFQQ \ol




ANNEX 4: Nature Conservation Research Centre

Nature Conservation Research Centre {NCRC), whose address and reaistered place of
business 1s Vahak House, Abeka Junction, LA.Kuffour Avenue, Tesanc, Accra, Ghana, and is

represented by Charles Bandarn,

Herein referred to as “A Partner”, 1s commitled to suppoerting the goals of B|a~Juabe$o Hotspot
Intervention Area (HIA) that aun at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production.

WHEREAS, NCRC is a registered Ghanaian non-profit organization that aims te promote a greater
awareness of and protection for the natural, historic and cultural diversity of Ghana and
ultimately the West African sub-region, and given that NCRC has been a strong advocate of local
ownership 1N conservation processes, with deep experience in conceiving and developing
community-hased governance platforms and related initiatives that work from the local to the
national scale on ecotourism, REDD+, climate-smart agriculture, non-timber forest product value
cnams, and landscape certification;

WHEREAS, Bia-Juahesc HIA serves as a pilot project within the Ghana Cocoa-Forest REDD +
Prograrime {(GCFRP) that aims at deforestabion-free and sustainable cocoa production within the
huah forest zone of Ghana.

THEREFORE,

1) NCRC hereby understands and agrees to the terms of this agreement.

2} NCRC shall contribute to this HIA as part of its commitment to the UN Sustainable
Deveiopiment Goals (SDGs).

3) NCRC shall lead in developing the Juabeso-Bia HIA landscape governance structures and
Its bodies. The core of this work, to which NCRC remains committed includes: community
engagement and stakeholder consultation; the development and operationalisation of the
Sub-HIA and HIA governance structures and modalities; drafting and facilitating the
development of key documents like the constitutions, by-laws, framework agreements
and management plans; capacity bulding for leaders of CREMAs, Sub-HIAs, HIAs and
partnerss on aelated assues, and development of maps of Sub-HlAs and HlAs., In
Miwementing ttus work, and with 3SPRCL funding, NCRC s focused on guiding governance
development at the HIA-level, but is taking responsibility for governance implementation
i the Asucpin Sub-HIA and Juabeso Sub-HIA,

4) NCRC hds received a funding from Partnership for Forest to implement the above activities
ir line with the project’s chmate smart cocoa approach in the Bia-Juabeso HIA of Ghana
that auns to:

a) Increase farm-tevel cocoa productivity to 1000 kg/ha (from the current average of
450 kg/ha)

a) Strengthen farmers’ capacity and skills to run ther farms like businesses

b) Increase farmer resiliency with a focus an income diversification

¢} Provide farmers with the skills and tools to foster climate change adaptation,
mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions, and increase carbon sequestration in
cocoa-forest landscapes

d) Improve cconomic developiment through landscape governance and land use
planning

2) NCRC has recewved a matching funding from Verra to help design and test within the
landscape a g.obal landscape standard of sustainabiity—LandScale;

N



Signed on behalf of

Nature Conservation Research Centre

Signature

i C(r\ﬁvtl\m'&,ww‘
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Solidaridad West Africa, whose address and registered place of business is Hse No. 18, Okine
Street, East Legon, Accra. PMB KD 11, Kanda, Accra, Ghana, and is represented by Isaac Gyamfi,

Herein referred to as “A Partner”, is committed to supporting the goals of Bia-Juabeso Hotspot
Intervention Area (HIA) that aim at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production.

WHEREAS, Solidaridad is an NGO that implements interventions in four key strategic areas: good
agricultural practices, farmer centered technologies, enabling policy environment and sustainable
landscapes, with a proven track record in working with partners to test new innovative ways to improve
yields and preserve the environment, and also supporting producers to improve their social, economic,
and environmental performance.

WHEREAS, Bia-Juabeso HIA serve as a pilot project within the Ghana Cocoa-Forest REDD+ Programme
(GCFRP) that aims at deforestation-free and sustainable cocoa production within the high forest zone of
Ghana.

THEREFORE,

1. Solidaridad hereby understand and agree to the terms of this agreement.

2. Solidaridad shall contribute to this HIA as part of its commitment to Ghana'’s Nationally Determined
Contributions under the Paris Climate Change Agreement and the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

3. Solidaridad shall implement its Climate Smart Cocoa Project that aims to roll out Deforestation —
free and climate responsive cocoa production, in the High Forest Zone of Ghana and increase
sustainable certified/verified cocoa production (inciuding but without limitation to Sustainable
Intensification and Climate Smart Cocoa, Cocoa REDD+, etc.). Deforestation-free cocoa
production will be implemented through a Climate Smart Cocoa approach and improved
governance of cocoa —~ forest landscapes which will include, but not limited to farmer training on
sustainable climate-smart intensification, with accompanying social and environmental
safeguards, access to inputs and services, rehabilitation and pests/disease management,
integrated soil fertility management, access to finance, income and livelihood diversification,
community development, and prioritizing youth and women inclusivity.

4. Solidaridad has received a matching funding from the Dutch Government, under the Cocoa
Rehabilitation and Intensification Project (CORIP} as well as Advocacy for Change Project (AfC),
Mastercard funded Youth in Cocoa Project, and the World Bank funded Dedicated Grant
Mechanism Project to implement a climate smart cocoa approach in Bia-Juabeso HIA of Ghana
that aim to:

a. Increase farm-level cocoa productivity to 1000 kg/ha (from the current average of 450 kg/ha)

b. Improved land and tree tenure systems that protect and promote cocoa agro-forestry and
discourage deforestation and other unsustainable land use practices.

¢. Increase on-farm resilience to climate change impacts and farmer livelihood diversification

d. Equip farmers with the skills, tools and innovations to sustainably practice carbon stocks
enhancement and avoid deforestation interventions in the cocoa-forest landscapes

b



e. To implement sustainable climate-smart cocoa intensification interventions through the
provision of extension support, rehabilitation of old and moribund farms, access to agro-
inputs, services and facilitating the development of concrete business and organizational
developments skills of a new generation of professional cocoa farmers for increased and
sustainable livelihood benefits in the high forest zone of Ghana.

f. Improve sustainable land use practices through landscape governance, social and

environmental safeguards and land use planning
Signed on behalf of

Solidaridad West Africa
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